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The ECPGR Working Group 
(WG) on Grain Legumes 
met for its Fourth meeting in 
Lisbon, Portugal on 16-17 
November 2007, as a Satellite 
meeting to the Sixth European 
Conference on Grain Legumes. 
The Conference discussed 
progress in legume knowledge, 
particularly the first outputs 
from the EU Grain Legumes 
Integrated Project (GLIP), 
ending in 2008, which lead 
the research on nitrogen-fixing 
plants. GLIP provided some 
support for the ECPGR Satellite 
meeting, including a budget for 
the registration fees of some 
participants, a meeting room 
and lunch on the first day.  

The ECPGR Satellite 
meeting was attended by 
representatives from 17 member 
countries and several other 
observers from the Grain 
Legumes Conference. 

Review of progress was 
made for various crops and 
their databases. The ECPGR 
Phaseolus Database (Austria) 
was shown to include limited 
characterization data (for 
only 3% of the accessions). 
To overcome this limitation, 

an effort is being made to 
include pictures of the relevant 
accession traits. European 
Faba bean accessions were 
shown to represent 50% of the 
global collections. The ECPGR 
Faba bean Database (France) 
is closer to completion. Several 
accessions (17%) need urgent 
regeneration, a few orphan 
collections were identified and 
very limited safety-duplication 
could be recorded. Molecular 
characterization is in progress.  
The ECPGR Cicer Database 
(Portugal) needs to be updated. 
Safety-duplication of chickpea 
is not advanced and in some 
cases, there is urgent need of 
regeneration (Albania, Bulgaria 
and Portugal). The ECPGR Lens 
Database (Turkey) includes 
data from eight countries, 
but has not progressed since 
2001, due to lack of data sent 
by partner institutions. A call 
for better collaboration was 
made. The ECPGR Pisum
database (UK) is currently 
being rebuilt from contributions 
representing 42 collections 
from 26 countries and should 
be placed on-line in the early 
summer of 2008. The ECPGR 
Soybean Database (Russian 
Federation) was reported to 
contain 11 000 entries, mostly 
from VIR (> 6000). The DB has 
the potential to include larger 
international collections, such 
as from USDA (18 000) and 
China (12 000). However, it is to 
be verified whether the DB can 
be maintained in Russia, since 
difficulties in finding necessary 
resources for its maintenance 
were reported. 

A common issue was the 
lack of safety-duplication and 
the Group invited countries to 
offer suitable space. Portugal 
offered to host safety-duplicates 
in the genebank in Braga. 
Macedonia FYR mentioned its 
decision to safety-duplicate its 
collection at the Svalbard Seed 
Vault (see article on page 15).  

The Network had previously 
been mobilized to respond to 
the offer made by the Trust for 
support in the regeneration 
of germplasm collections. 
Urgent needs for regeneration 

were expressed by Albania, 
Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, 
Hungary and Portugal. The 
need to regenerate and maintain 
collections of homozygous 
lines containing well identified 
genes, as well as collections 
of local European landrace 
populations was identified. 
Upcoming regeneration 
activities were also considered 
ideal to score at least the most 
essential characterization data. 
Flowering time, a relevant 
trait for adaptation to climate 
change, will be scored under 
the coordination of Portugal. 
Portugal also offered to 
coordinate an initiative to 
monitor presence/absence of 
relevant grain legume insect 
pests in Europe. Additionally, 
Andrea Carboni (Italy) offered to 
coordinate the search for a new 
determinate habitus for common 
bean. Regeneration of Vicia faba
would also monitor pollinators 
and flower morphology. Maria 
Josè Suso (Spain) offered to 
provide contacts with experts 
in this area. Finally, Mike 
Ambrose (UK) together with 
Siyka Angelova (Bulgaria) offered 
to coordinate scoring of the 
“lodging” in pea which is still a 
high priority trait for breeders. 

Considering that Pea 
is not a mandate crop for 
CGIAR collections, and in the 
absence of a focal point, it 
was decided to form a Pisum
Genetic Resources Consortium 
(PeaGRIC), with the aim of 
creating a single portal for the 
Pisum research community, 
to develop an international 
reference collection of Pisum
and to facilitate agronomic 
and molecular characterization 
of the reference collection. 
The consortium is open to 
registration and members of 
the WG were invited to join 
(reference M. Ambrose).

A similar proposal was under 
development for a Faba bean 
Genetic Resources International 
Consortium (FababeanGRIC) 
(reference Gérard Duc). 

Mike Ambrose was 
reconfirmed as Chair of the 
Group and Gérard Duc as 
Vice-Chair. 

During the past six months 
special attention has been 
paid to a number of activities 
within AEGIS that will 
eventually facilitate the future 
smooth running of the virtual 
genebank system.  

A Strategic Framework 
for the Implementation of a European Genebank Integrated System 
(AEGIS) was published in hard copy and is also available electronically 
(www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/AEGIS/AEGIS_home.htm). 

The draft Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), that will provide 
the formal basis for the operation of AEGIS, has been further revised, 
based on discussions with the AEGIS Advisory Committee, as well 
as with the ECPGR Steering Committee. The MoU is proposed for 
endorsement at the next ECPGR Steering Committee meeting in 
Sarajevo (for MOU content details see NL 35, page 5). 

A discussion paper on the development of a quality management 
system for AEGIS has also been prepared in preparation for the 
meeting of curators and database managers of the four AEGIS 
model crops during the first week of July 2008 in Radzików, Poland. 
Participants will discuss a draft methodological framework and a 
draft data collecting tool for the assessment of operational costs 
of genebanks before and after the implementation of AEGIS. An 
economist from International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 
one of Bioversity’s sister centers, will assist developing the framework 
and tool.

The AEGIS Coordinator also participated in a number of meetings, 
to further increase awareness on AEGIS, to discuss the less well 
understood principles with participants and to receive feedback on 
the practicability of some of the concepts.

Steady progress with AEGIS
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