
““Farm Seed O
d ti fcommendations for 

in Eurin Eur
Riccardo Bocci, Véronique CRiccardo Bocci, Véronique C

Nie
Symposium CWRs & Landraces in Eury p

September 

STREP project contract no.  04434
priority 8 1 "Spec

Opportunities, 
f tion-farm conservatio

rope”rope
hable, Kastler Guy, Louwaarshable, Kastler Guy, Louwaars 
els 
rope – University of Madeira (Portugal)p y ( g )

13-16, 2010

5, under the 6th Framework Programme
ific Support to Policies "



Seed laws in EuropSeed laws in Europ
art

Bett

20092009

stakeholders 3 Sc
expectations futu

Conservation var

2008 2002008

di ti 62/2008

200

di tidirective 62/2008, 
cereals

directive
and mixt

pe the state of thepe, the state of the 

ter regulation 

2010 20112010 2011

cenarios for the New directives on 
ure seeds

ieties directives

09 2010???
???????????

09  - 2010???

t bls on vegetables 
tures



Conservation varie

“Whereas it is essentialWhereas it is essential
resources are conserved
end should be introduced
framework of legislation oframework of legislation o
conservation, by use in s
with genetic erosion”with genetic erosion”

PGR Conservation

eties

to ensure that plant geneti to ensure that plant geneti
d; whereas a legal basis to t
d to permit, within the 
on the seed trade, theon the seed trade, the 

situ, of varieties threatened 

Seed legislatio



Conservation varie

what are we tawhat are we ta

The link between a 
i t d it fvariety and its area of 

origin; g ;
The risk of erosion;
Appropriate quantity 
restrictionsrestrictions. 

eties

alking about?alking about?

conservation variety



Better regulation: oBetter regulation: o
modify scenarios

Si lif th t CSimplify the current Com
Introduce flexibility withinIntroduce flexibility within
Reduce the differences b
Promote costs reduction
S l t iSecure long-term consis
Finalise the current discuFinalise the current discu
role of the CPVO
Reinforce provisions ded

objectives of theobjectives of the 

it l i l timmunity legislation
n the regulatory frameworkn the regulatory framework
between MS

n approaches
t ith th EU li istency with other EU policie
ussion on the extension ofussion on the extension of 

dicated to inform users



Better regulation aBetter regulation a
varieties:

F d Ch i E l tiFood Chain Evaluation
concerns is that the n
restrictive if implemente
is not certain that Memis not certain that Mem
how to implement it w
adaptability that the Co
2008)2008).

and Conservationand Conservation 

C ti (FCEC) “FCConsortium (FCEC): “FC
new Directive may welly
d in a wrong way and FC
mber States will understamber States will understa
with flexibility, freedom a
ommission intended” (FCE



Organic seeds 

dnew needs:
– organic varieties,organic varieties,
– landraces or populations

new objectives:
– conserving agrobiodiversity inconserving agrobiodiversity in
– protection of the environment

FCEC suggests “that the two differen
companies and the smaller market or

id b id b th tside by side because they are ta

niche market

n the fieldn the field
t (low input agriculture)

nt systems of the large commercial breed
r regional breeders and producers could 

ti l t l diff t k t ”argeting completely different markets”



Farm Seed Opport
t iti f fopportunities for farm se

and production

J 2007January 2007 
March 2010

Its origins:g
Difficulties in the implem
on conservation varitieson conservation varities
FP6 Call Scientific Sup

unities - FSO
d ti b dieed conservation, breedin

mentation of the 98/95 direc
ss. 
port to Policies





FSO objectives...

“Farm Seed OpportunitieFarm Seed Opportunitie
scenario to cover mos
i E di tin Europe according to
the breeders needs an
th i t l d tthe experimental data 
varieties and the seed

es will provide a regulatioes will provide a regulatio
st of the described situatio

th k t th fo the market, the farmers 
nd rights taking in account

b t th t t f thabout the status of the 
 qualities. 



FSO o
1. Inventory of initiatives,
2. In depth description of some case 
3 A l i f t k h ld t3. An anlysis of stakeholders expecta

CVs and market,
4. Desk studies on CVs in Europe an4. Desk studies on CVs in Europe an
5. Field trials in Italy, France and The
6. Develop methodologies for particip
7. Quality analysis of on-farm produc
8. Role of market for sustainable use 

Policy 
recommendations -draft

Farm

ExchExch
non-
coun

outcomes

studies,
ti ti l th li k b tations particurarly on the linkages betwee

d the EU directive 62/2008,d the EU directive 62/2008,
e Netherlands,
patory research,
ed seed,
of agrobiodiversity

mers’ forum Policy 
recommendations 

hange withhange with 
-participating 
ntries



catalogue
1992 Rio convention on b

5 regulation
2008 CV * regulation 2004

DUS system Adapted DUS 
system

What  r
system syste

each 
varievarie

egistered 
arieties

O i i ti

Conservation, amateur 
varieties

Farmer va

Organic varieties

biodiversity

4 Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources

IPGRI descriptorsegulation 
ems for 
kind of 
eties?eties?

arieties
Landraces



Lost in translation...



Cultivated
The EuropeThe Europe

 varieties:
ean realityean reality

Varieties from seed com

“farm varieties” and PP

Landraces, conservation
varieties: an inheritance

farm varieties  and PP

varieties: an inheritance



A new approach iA new approach iis neededis needed



S d S tSeed Systems
inf

fofo





different varietdifferent variet
markets with difmarkets with dif

sysy

ties for differentties for different 
fferent innovationfferent innovation 
stem



Finding a right balance betw
systems within European cosystems within European co
objectives of a regional strat
l t ti f fplant genetic resources for f

strategy will also concretely 
the article 6 on sustainable u
remind that this article is ma
and is addressing to all the c
in annex I as for example inin annex I, as for example in
System.

ween formal and informal seed 
ontext should be one of theontext should be one of the 
tegy for on farm conservation o
f d d i lt S hfood and agriculture. Such a 
address the implementation o

use of PGR of the ITPGRFA. W
andatory for Contracting Partiey g
crops and not only to these list
n the case of the Multilateraln the case of the Multilateral 



1. The on farm strategy should allow
(local market or direct sell) of the v( )
same time needs to avoid creating
quality seeds on commercial mark

2 T thi l th l f t k2. To this goal the role of networks o
order to set up a bridge between f
latter, as already pointed out, is alatter, as already pointed out, is a 
trust, reputation and reciprocity go
social networks (i.e. the trust and 

)within a community) could improve
this regards, the directives on con
possibility for the first time allowinpossibility, for the first time allowin
legislation (article 34 of the directiv
2008/62/CE). A specific attention s
process of notification to the Comm

Trust

w the presence on the market of proximity
varieties identified by FSO, and at the y
g opportunities for the diffusion of poor 
kets. 

i ti ld b k l t ir associations could be a key element in
formal and informal seed systems. The 
specific system based on social norms:specific system based on social norms: 

overn it. Therefore enhancing the role of 
reputation of people reproducing seeds 

f fe the quality of informal seed system. At 
servation varieties open a new interestin

ng organisations to have a role within seeng organisations to have a role within see
ve 2009/145/CE and 21 of the directive 
should be paid in order to monitor the 
mission of the recognised organisations

ReputationReputation



M k t ld b f l t l f

produ
Market could be one useful tool fo
plant genetic resources, as alread
Action for the s stainable se of PAction for the sustainable use of P
markets for local varieties and div
demonstrated that in search of a rdemonstrated that in search of a r
farm conservation, it is important 
according to the different relationsaccording to the different relations
(e.g. local market, direct sell, inter
Different types of market have dDifferent types of market have d
It is also important to note that wh
requiring in general a certain degrrequiring in general a certain degr
increasing more distant are farme
particular attention should be paidparticular attention should be paid
the registration of produce as PDO
they are set up, cultural and bioloy p,
and Marchenay, 2008). 

hi i f ti

ce
or achieving on-farm conservation 
dy pointed out by the Global Plan o
PGR on its Section 14 “De elopingPGR on its Section 14 “Developing
versity rich products”. FSO analysis
right balance between market andright balance between market and 
to unpacking what a market is, 
ships between sellers and consumships between sellers and consum
rnational market, cooperatives). 
different impact on agrobiodiverdifferent impact on agrobiodiver
hatever market we are talking abou
ree of standardization and omologree of standardization and omolog

ers and consumers. At this regard, 
d to definition of the code of practicd to definition of the code of practic
O, PGI or STG. In fact, according t
gical diversity could be reduced (Bg y (



•How to finance PPB in a trend of 
agricultural research?

•How to promote an informal seed•How to promote an informal seed
opening the room to unfair compe

•How to deal with VCU systems fo
systems, e.g. the varieties listed in

•How the Conservation varieties d
implemented by Member States?implemented by Member States? 

•Not a lot of research has been do
bi di it E if l ton agrobiodiversity. Even if a lot o

undertaken on Geographical Indic
d l t th i i bdevelopment, their economic bene
key for local innovation through co
been spent in order to check the cbeen spent in order to check the c
and in particular their coherence w

decreasing of public investment in

d system with good quality withoutd system with good quality, without 
tition between seed industries?

or varieties for alternative farming 
n paragraph 6.2? 

directives will be interpreted and 

one on the impact of market instrum
f j t d h h bf projects and researches have be

cations – analysing their impact on 
fit th i t ll fefit, the impact on small farmers or

ollective action - very few words ha
compatibility of GIs with agrobiodivcompatibility of GIs with agrobiodiv
with seed laws. 



“it is impossible to rep
l t l d it ld bcompletely and it would b

systems provide an imy p
security, a vital haven for

evolution of Pevolution of P

place farmers’ seed systems
b i t t F ’be unwise to try. Farmers’ s
mportant component of foodp p
r diversity and space for fur
PGR” (FAO 2009)PGR  (FAO, 2009).




