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International 
obligations/recommendations   

CBD (1992) – Article 17: Facilitate the exchange of information…
relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity

GPA I (1996) & II (2011) – Articles 17 & 15: Constructing and
strengthening comprehensive information systems for PGRFA

Treaty (2001) – Article 17: Contracting Parties shall cooperate to
develop and strengthen a global information system to
facilitate exchange of information…related to PGRFA



Aims of a European Information 
Infrastructure on PGRFA 
(in line with Art. 17 and other obligations)  

Facilitate the use (and management) of PGRFA by providing
updated online information at the accession level about:

• What is conserved
• Where it is conserved

• How it is conserved
• Accessible under what terms



EU-funded project EPGRIS
(2000-2003)

Prepared within the framework of the ECPGR Documentation
Network

Objectives:
Support the creation of National PGR inventories

To establish a European Internet Search Catalogue:
• with passport information of Plant Genetic Resources

(PGR) maintained ex situ in Europe
• which is frequently updated
• publicly accessible via Internet



Key elements  

• Creation of National Inventories / National Focal Points

• Agreement on data exchange standard:  EURISCO descriptors 
based on FAO/IPGRI MCPD

• Creation of central catalogue and mechanism for upload

• Training of National Focal Points by Documentation experts 



Development of a European 
Information System for PGRFA

• EURISCO: Search catalogue for ex situ collections; available 
online since 2003 (maintained at Bioversity International on 
behalf of ECPGR)

• 43 National Collections providing data through National Focal 
Points (Data Sharing Agreement)

• 2014: Transfer of catalogue maintenance to IPK Gatersleben, 
still on behalf of ECPGR 

http://eurisco.ecpgr.org



Data flow



EURISCO architecture



Global Information Infrastructure



Content of EURISCO @21.11.2016

• 1 842 438 Accessions
• 378 Institutes
• 43 Countries
• 6 233 Genera
• 41 651 Species names 
• 389 152 MLS accessions
• 28 901 AEGIS accessions



Accessions per genus



Accessions per ‘sample status’



Regions of origin 
As of 2016-02-10



Search form



Accession details



Search for MLS accession



Search for MLS accession

14 960 MLS 
accessions 
of Italian origin 
registered in 20 
European National 
inventories 



New feature: Phenotypic data 

Non standardized data: 

• Taxon 
• Trait 
• Experiment 
• Score  



Number of C&E records by genus 



Ex.: Search by species and trait: 
virus resistance in pepper



Ex.: Search by species and trait: 
virus resistance in pepper



Planned improvements 

• Increase coverage of data (e.g.: France, Italy and Russia 
can include more data; data from private industry are 
welcome) 

• Improvement of data quality (precision of geographic 
location; taxonomy inconsistencies; coverage of 
descriptors)

• Adoption of updated MCPD, including PUID
• Open to wide inclusion of phenotypic data
• Inclusion of in situ data (genetic reserves)
• No –omics data planned, but link via PUID to external 

databases 



Challenges

• Need for strong commitment by member countries, gathering 
data for National Inventories

 Training workshops and networking commitment 
ensured by ECPGR (one workshop per year)

• Cost of maintenance and coordination of the Network
 Currently provided by ECPGR (ca. € 90 000 per annum)



Example for other regions? 



Conclusions 

• EURISCO and European National Inventories: example of 
successful regional documentation infrastructure, 
contributing to implementation of Art 17 

• Main asset is the networking activity behind the catalogue,  
which is providing capacity building, advice and 
harmonization across the European genebank information 
systems.

• ECPGR and the European documentation centres are 
traditionally open to share their expertise to promote the 
development of other regions  



Thank you 
for your attention! 


